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The Superintendents Report...

Welcome to our newly re-done web-
based Winnebagoland Whistle. I am ex-
cited to finally find a page layout program
which will allow me to sidestep all connec-
tions to Universal Lithographers. I will be
forever grateful for all the free printing
and expert advice they gave me and the
WLD, but websites can gobble up docu-
ments at light speed and to impose on
them again, especially since I am no longer
employed there would start to stretch our
friendship! I think we can finally cut the
cord as far as Whistle issues are concerned.

By now everyone who wanted to has
returned their membership survey. In this
issue, I will touch upon some of the high-
lights again and let you know if any of our
wishes can be turned into reality. Your
BOD has been busy considering ways to
augment our meets and return them to
some of their past promise. The Spring
Meet in Menominee, MI is one you will
not want to miss. We have several new
layouts open and we are looking to in-
volve a great number of folks from the area.

Next issue of The Whistle will high-
light our meet, as well as TTS. Remember,
your division is a co-sponsor of the event
and we want to make a better impression
on the visitors than in past years. Please
stop by and visit our booth for modeling
displays, a chance to win free prizes, and
other activities. All of this takes man-
power and it seems as though there is
finally hope that more people are willing
to get involved for the betterment of the
hobby in our area.

Finally, keep modeling throughout
the summer and try to attend our NMRA 75
Convention in Milwaukee. For those of
you north of Highway 29, Milwaukee is not
that far away and is not as “dangerous” as
many of our northern members think! Al-
though it isn’t affordable for some, you
should get your monies worth at this one.
Besides, how many of us will be able to
wait for another 25 years till it most likely
returns to Milwaukee? No promises it will
be back in our state before then. Have a
great summer and get some modeling done!

Mark Preussler, WLD Superintendent

CENW Depot Musaum C&NW #1153 Caboose
So0 #138 Caboose, Laona #101 Diesel

Open 1™ & 3" Sundays, 1 PM to 4 PM, and by appointment,
June - July ~ August
For information, call: (820) 982-8557 or (920) 982-5186
Annual Henftage Days and Rail Fest
First Sunday of August
900 Montgomery Street
New London, Wi

Railroad Adventurers In Large Scale

R AILS

For Information, Contact:
Larry Easton, Section Foreman
1315 Green Acres Lane
Neenah, WI 54956-4515
TEL: 920-725-4160
eMail: mileposts@sbcglobal.net
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Getting Ready For NMRA 75

(Or “ Cramming 3 Years of Work into 3 Month’s Time”)
By: Mark Preussler

Above: Action at West Neenah on Mark Preussler’s Soo Line

I knew it would happen this way... Back in 1999 when I got married one of the
oddities my new in-laws and friends had to deal with was my hobby. Ihad a nice layout
back then, but with a new outlook on life I thought at some point I'd be moving into new
quarters and hence the old layout would be gone. About 16 months later that’s what
happened. One of the goals which I explained to all who would listen was that I needed
a fully functional and completed layout by 2010, which seemed like a long ways off back
then. Thoughts and stories of bus loads of people paying my railroad a visit amused the
in-laws and work began in 2002 to make it happen.

Well here I am, about 75% finished, but 25% away from what I would call
complete. Problem is that the remaining 25% involves a lot of scratchbuilding! I won’t
make it, but at least everything runs well and honestly it looks “finished” to most
visitors even now. Is it a race to the finish? Yes and no... Both answers are right from
different viewpoints.

I was recently talking to fellow modeler and tour host Hans Schlegel from Two
Rivers. Hans is a careful modeler who has really taken his time to study and construct
his CNW and Soo Ironwood-themed layout to follow the prototype. Hans isn’t cutting
corners, but has decided that several areas will be “finished” with stand-in structures
until time will allow him to revisit the area for further work.

The Winnebagoland Whistle Spring 2010 3



Of course that opens up the old “good enough” ideas of Allen Mc Clelland and
adopted by Tony Koester on his new NKP layout. Honestly, I would not know what a
mine outside of Hurley or [ronwood was named, much less what it exactly looked like.
No doubt the same can be said of scenes on my layout; visitors usually aren’t experts.
If I can justify a stand-in painted and weathered to look right, I'm sure it will fool most
visitors as well. Operators like to spot cars and roll through finished scenes, not a never
ending expanse of plywood. So, the pressure is on to get ready!

I've added a few photos Hans recently took of his progress. I'm sure you would
agree that he is well on his way to impressing fellow modelers in July!

Soo 2112 pulls a string of
empty ore cars back to the
yard before another trip is
made to the mines around
Ironwood on Hans’ layout.

Yes it’s that short 60-
day season called sum-
mer up in the UP as a lo-
cal miner cuts his lawn
oblivious to the ore jen-
nies clacking through his
yard. Soon the cold
winds and lake effect
snow will send everyone
back into their homes.
Hans’ attention to detail
is seen in this wonderful
shot.

Both Photos:
Hans Schlegel Collection
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CENTRAL WISCONSIN MODEL RAILROADERS

Plover, Wisconsin

For Information Contact

+ HO, N Scale & Lionel
CWMR Secretary + Modular Railrcading
2201 Srange « Serving Hobby Enthusiasts
Stavens Point, W 54481 of Ceniral Wisconsin

EngineFowse Senvices, LLE

Wisconsin's Full Service Train Shop

Repair work
How-to-do Clinics
Digitrax & Soundtraxx DCC Products
Custom Painting/Building
Decoder Installations

Let Us Help You Enjoy the World's Greatest Hobby

2737 N. Packerland Dr.
Green Bay, Wi 54303
Phone: 920-490-4839
Fax: 920-490-4859

www.enginehouseservices.com
sales@enginehouseservices.com

World's Grealest Hobby Supporier

On The Ready Track

April 10-11, 2010- 9% Annual Model Train
Show- Menominee Middle School

920 21st Street South- Menominee, W1

Info at: (715) 505-4044

April 24-25, 2010- Titletown Train Show-
Shopko Hall- Green Bay, W1
Info at www.ttsgbllc.com

May 15, 2010- Winnebagoland Spring Meet-
Menominee, MI  See Flyer Included

June 10-13, 2010- Chicago & North Western
Historical Society Annual Convention

Kenosha, WI Info at: www.cnwhs.org|

June 17-20, 2010- Milwaukee Road Historical
Association Annual Convention
Wausau, WI  Info at: www.mrha.com|

June 19, 2010- Strawberryfest Annual Train
Show-Waupaca, WI WLD BOD Meeting- 1:00pm

July 11-18, 2010- NMRA National Convention-
Milwaukee, WI www.nmra75.0rg|

July 17, 2010- La Crosse Rail Fair- La Crosse, WI
Info at{www.4000foundation.com|

August 20-22, 2010- 3274 Annual Soo Line His-
torical & Technical Society Annual Convention
Neenah, WI Info at: www.sooline.org]

October 1-2, 2010- 7th Annual Marshfield Train
Show- Marshfield Community Center

201 S. Oak Ave. -Marshfield, WI

Free Admission

Nov. 13-14, 2010- Trainfest- State Fair Park-
West Allis, WI www.trainfest.com|
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CUSTOM DECALS FOR
MODEL RAILROADS
10 Various Typestyles
23 Standard Colors
Herald art work service and much more
Also offering prototype HO decal sets
for CNW, GBW, DMIR and other
Hoad Names
C&O/Chessie Car Ferry decals
in HO and N scales
Edmund Fitzgerald Ore boat decals
inHO and N
For more info and listing
send SSAE with 63¢ postage to:
Don Maniick, MMR
2127 South 11th Street

B=0 Hoffman.

www.hoffman.net

Todd M. Bushmaker
Job Captain

N434 Greenville Center Appleton, WI 54914
PO Box 8034 Appleton, WI 54912

direct 920.380.2132 mobile 920.217.5318

main 920.731.2322 1ax 920.380.2191

email tbushmaker@hoffman.net

—

WLD Holds A Free Model Railroading Symposium

On March 27, The WLD held its first “Model Railroading Symposium”as a way to get out and
meet fellow modelers and more importantly introduce ourselves to the general public. We had a
turnout of about 15 people at the Plymouth Public Library but certainly could have had a better
turnout. As part of the 3-man Membership and Growth Committee, I decided the best method of
advertising the event was to use public newspapers and community bulletin boards along with
posting info at the local hobby shops. The program was geared toward beginners. Of course we
have a good core of members heading up the BOD and Growth Committee so changes will be made
from my “mistakes”. Ifeel we could have had a better turnout with radio and additional advertising
via the various Yahoo Groups and local websites. All told, we still sold $25.00 worth of merchan-
dise, we met several NMRA members from the area that I didn’t know, and we gave away 2 door
prizes on top of that. Our next Symposium will be in Marinette during the W&M Train show this
fall. We also hope to have our booth at Strawberry Fest in Waupaca. We are trying to gain new
members with new methods and much more interaction with NMRA members in the area. Do you
have any ideas? Please let me know. We are always looking for more input.- Mark Preussler
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Layout tours remain one of the highlights of our meets according to our members. - photo MP

Reflections from the Membership

By: Mark Preussler

Our recent Membership Survey was well received and of the roughly 150 members in the WLD,
about 50 surveys were returned. Not too bad considering our voter turnout statistics. In a future issue
of The Whistle, we will break down some numbers and examine the responses closer, but as Superin-
tendent, I feel we should begin the dialog now starting with some trends which jumped off the survey
page. The major obstacles of better attendance at our meets seem to be the following among current
members: 1: Travel is too difficult. 2: Too many other events happening the day of the meet.

No doubt our division is large. It is an issue when our meets are held for only one day with
travel times in excess of 3 hours. In addition to the overall time, there is the issue of driving at night.
Many of our members no longer wish to attend a banquet and then drive in the dark for long distances.
What can be done about this? Well, we can’t turn back time, but we can try a few different approaches
here. Finding a location is always an issue for a meet and we have lately tried to go to some of our less
traveled locations such as Escanaba this year. Making the show a 2-day event is one idea worth
pursuing if there is enough help from the host group as well as perhaps other area modelers. Another
idea is to turn the traditional banquet into a luncheon with attendees free to leave and plan their trip
home in the daylight hours. This is what we're trying at Escanaba in fall 2010 for those not staying in
town for the weekend. In my opinion for future meets in outlying areas, we should pursue a weekend
that would allow us to team up with another local group such as a historical society to provide a better
reason to stay an extra day. Easier said than done however!
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We also have been working through the Membership and Growth Committee to bring a series
of Symposiums and Mini-Meets to towns in between our traditional spring and fall events. We need
to make members feel connected and we need YOUR help in doing that. So far, it's been a 3-man show
road show, but we plan on getting local modelers more involved with these events in the future.

By getting smaller events going on more often than the 2 times a year we hold our big meets, it
should give us an opportunity to hold an event “close by” for more of our membership. More
importantly it will give us a chance to gain new members and meet current members.

The Annual WLD Operating Session in November is another chance for all modelers to get involved in NMRA events.

As far as issue #2, it’s another thing the WLD has no real control over. This one affects our
family guys more than issue #1, but it’s just as bad for our attendance. Normally this involves a conflict
with a sporting event and really hits us more during the fall when football is in full swing. If itisn’ta
child’s team event, it's some college homecoming or event involving a member’s alma mater. In this
case it comes down to which event is more important and for most model railroading gets pushed back.
Our only recourse is to try to work around Packer games, etc and again get more of the general public
to attend the meets to offset the loss of our members.

In future issues, we will examine other aspects and responses to our Membership Survey. We
certainly have a better idea of what we want going forward and I am personally taking on the results
as a challenge to get more involved and make new friends throughout the WLD of the NMRA.
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Paper Valley Model Railroad Club
2221 Block Rd - Kaukauna, W1
THUR: 7:30 - 9.00 p.m. - SAT 1:00-4:00 p.m.

MAILINGS TO:
MEMBERSHIPS BRIAN JACOBS
OPEN 1301 FREEDOM ROAD

LITTLE CHUTE, Wi 54140

NEW! The C&NW Steam Era In Wisconsin!O

Merrill
Publishing
Associates[]

Photo CDs, Books, and Posters
Of Historic Steam Locomotives[
Our products feature images fromQ
the collection of the late railroad
photographer Roy Campbell with
detailed identification by
Thomas E. Burgl
C&NW - SOO - MILW RD - GB&W - CB&QO
ROCK ISLAND - DAVENPORT LOCO. WORKS[O
All CDs : $20.00 + $2.00 Shipping+HandlingO
All Books: $29.95 + $3.95 S+H[O
Merrill Publishing Associates
P.O. Box 510
Merrill, WI 5445201
Or visitus at :(0

SCALE REPRODUCTIONS

“Specializing in scenery products(]
for Midwestern railroads” [

FEATURING:O
CNW Pre-Pink Lady Ballast[
CNW Pink Lady Ballast
Milwaukee Road BallastO
Soo Line Ballast
Six types ofllron Ored
Coal
Cinder BallastO
EarthO
Soilld
Stonel
HO Scale CNW/CMO Caboose & Gondola DecalsO

Send LSSAE for more information to:00
SCALE REPRODUCTIONSO
1120 Cherry Lanel]

SHEBOYGAN, WI. 530810
Visit us on the web at www.greatdecals.coml

CLIPPER CITY
MODEL RAILROAD CLUB
AKE QHORE

A WESTERN

Meeting-1* Thursday of the Month at 7:30
Iron Horse Barn at Manitowoc Expo 1-43 & US 151
P. O. Box 2076, Manitowoc, WI 54221
New members & Visitors Welcome

merrillpublishingassociates.com(] N-trak HO Lionel

Operating Session Returns to the Lakeshore...

Plan ahead! November 6th, 2010 is a date you will not want to forget as the WLD is planning a return
to the Manitowoc and Sheboygan areas for our annual WLD Operating Session. Details will be coming
in later this year, but here’s your chance to learn operations from experienced layout builders and
operators! Remember, you don’t need to be a NMRA member to participate.

Full details and guidelines are available right on our website www.wld-nmra.com|
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www.wld-nmra.com

Introducing the best deal

in model railroading.
Join the NMRA for 6 months for just $9.95’!

« Easy access to one of the world’s largest railroad libraries

+ Experience fellowship and fun with other members in your area
« Get low rates on special insurance for your layout or collection
+ Receive 6 monthly issues of Scale Rails magazine

« Be a part of programs like “Modeling With The
Masters,” Estate Counseling, contests and more!

Visit www.nmra.org to see what you’re missing!

Fill out this form, include your payment of $9.95 (U.S.
funds only) and mail it to: NMRA - Rail Pass

2 *Rail P: ffer is good in the LLS. anly and
Membership, 4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga, TN B o ety o)

is for new members and those who have
not been NMRA members for two years

Welcome Aboard New WLD
Members:

Dave Johnson

Eugene Much

Gordy Sauve
John Poris
Dale Kuhn
Joel Weeks

Join these modelers in taking advantage of the
NMRA Railpass program!

Pass rates one time; membership renewal
will be at the regular membership rate,
Rail Pass members can vote, attend con-
ventions and participate in contests, but
cannot hold office and will not receive a
MNew Member Pak.

r
1
1
: 37421-2119. Or sign up online at www.nmra.org.
1
1
1

Address

1
1
i
1
| or mere. Individuals can only joim at Rail
I
1
1
1
1

1 Ciry/St/Zip
1

1 Phone ( )

1
1 Email

1
1 [] Check [] Credit card

1
1 Credit Card #

: Credit Card Exp.

So much bang.
I signature 1 So few bucks.

Mark's Model Railservices
Mark Preussler
2007 Lake Aire Dr.
Sheboygan, WI 53081
Phone (920) 451-9691
e-mail: _markshelly@excel.net

Griswold Signals/Custom Painting/ Loco Repair
"Custom Products and ServicesO
For Model Railroaders".O

Wwww.marksmodelrailroading.com|(]

WAUPACA AREA MODEL
RAILROADERS, LTD.

Please Call: i
(715)258-8218 ;

EVERYONE WELCOME
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http://www.marksmodelrailroading.com

The New Master Model Railroader!

On behalf of the entire Winnebagoland Division I would like to congratulate
Marvin Preussler for earning his Master Model Railroader Certificate from the NMRA.
Marv becomes MMR #432 and only the 4th from our division. He’s posing with our
first MMR, Don Manlick who earned Certificate #56 before Marv was in kindergarten!
Wow, time sure does fly. Don’s work remains a benchmark in the hobby and he cer-
tainly has fulfilled one of the aspects of the MMR program; to pass along the skills and
help other modelers attain the MMR Certificate. It is now my turn to apply for this
certificate. Hopefully it will be approved before the NMRA 75 in Milwaukee. Yes
Marv beat me to it and managed to keep his promise to file the paperwork before
turning 40! Give him a “way to go” when you see him at the Spring Meet in Menomi-
nee on May 15th.- photo and article by Mark Preussler, WLD Superintendent



