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The Winnebagoland Division has a number of exciting activities in the future.  We are 
gearing up for our fall meet in Rhinelander on October 12th, 2013 complete with great 
clinics layout tours, and a banquet in the evening.  There have been a number of people in 
the north woods working very hard to pull this meet together and I am personally looking 
forward to my trip to Rhinelander and the meet.  I genuinely hope that many of you are 
planning on attending the meet and there is still time to register for the banquet (October 5th 
is the deadline for the banquet).  We are also working to pull our 2014 spring and fall meets 
together.  There are tentative plans in the works for the spring meet to be held in Waupaca 
and the fall meet to be held in Marinette.  Not only that, but the Division is also on the 
docket to host the Midwest Regional Convention in the spring of 2015 and it appears that 
this will be held in Manitowoc.  As soon as we have dates for all of the meets confirmed you 
will all be the first to know and I hope to see many of you at these events.   

I have truly enjoyed being a part of the Winnebagoland Division of the NMRA.  I have 
learned a great deal and met new friends.  The meets the Division hosts is a great way to 
meet new people and see old friends while learning about this great hobby.  I encourage all of 
you to take advantage of the benefits of membership in the NMRA and what this Division 
has to offer.  Support your Division by attending the meets and offering to volunteer from 
time to time.  

Until next time... ! 

The official publication of the WINNEBAGOLAND DIVISION 
Midwest Region—National Model Railroad Association 

Fall 2013 Volume 46, Issue No. 3 

The WINNEBAGOLAND WHISTLE 

“The human brain is like a railroad freight car -- guaranteed to have a certain capacity but often running empty.” 

Super intendent ’s  Repor t  
By James C. Cruthers 

Cover Photo: 

Rhinelander SOO Depot 
Courtesy Larry Easton 



2 

Editor ’s  Note  

Welcome to the Fall 2013 edition of the Whistle, chock full 
of good stuff like info about the Fall Meet and the annual 
Operating Session.  But something’s new… can’t quite put 
my finger on it.  Oh, wait: there’s a new editor!  A relative 
unknown probably to many of you. 
 
Mark Preussler has passed the baton on to me after many 
years of excellent service.  In the “dead-tree” days past 
there were plenty of others before him as well (this is the 
46th year after all), so there are some pretty big workboots 
to fill.  For some reason I volunteered to do this, probably 
because I attend a lot of Division meetings without really 
DOING anything.  Time to give back a little! 
 
It is traditional to provide a little background when 
assuming a position with some public exposure, so please 
bear with me just a tad.  I received a 1776 Bicentennial 
Tyco set when I was 6, got bored with it, then resurrected it 
as a teenager, only to run its little plastic worm gears off.  
Some assorted shenanigans involving the hobby ensued 
during my high school years with a couple like-minded 
friends from the old neighborhood (talking about you, 
Luke Lemmens!), including an experiment to see if you can 
run trains vertically on a wall using hot glue (you can’t), and 
a small “show” with what passed for “modules” at East 
Town Mall in Green Bay. 
 
I went off to a college that just happened to have a club, 
which eventually became the Overland Western Lines 
MSOE Alumni layout you see at shows.  I was a longtime 
member of the Green Bay Area Model Railroaders Club in 
the days when it was at the National Railroad Museum, 
even serving as its president and whipping boy for a few 
years.  I co-founded NEWER Industries, the Green Bay 
modular club, in a basement I shared with the other co-
founder and long-term partner in many weird things, Mike 
Phalen.  In response to the WLD hosting the 2003 Midwest 
Region meet in Green Bay, I organized a little train show to 
complement the meet: Titletown Train Show, which is still 
going thanks mostly to a million other people. 
 
Model railroading is in my blood for whatever reason, and 
I’ve been in it long enough with enough people that I might 
have learned a few things.  As an architect by trade, I can 
appreciate the realism, planning and design.  I’ve always 
enjoyed woodworking, electronics and the general tinkering 
that certainly helps in this hobby.  My other interests over 
the years, sci-fi and of course the Packers, don’t really 
complement trains but they never detracted from them 
either.  Nowadays in addition to designing schools and 
nursing homes, I’m busy being a husband to a beautiful 
supportive wife and a father to three small energetic 
children; needless to say I don’t have quite the time I used 
to but I wouldn’t trade it for all the covered hoppers in the 
world. 

(Continued on page 4) 

On the Cover  

Soo Line’s depot in Rhinelander, host city of WLD’s Fall 
2013 Meet.  I would guess circa 1920’s? 

Below is the same depot, circa 1986.  Building looks a little 
stripped down and timeworn, but otherwise if it wasn’t for 
the cars and locomotive, you wouldn’t necessarily know the 
difference. 

The depot now houses the local railroad club, after the 
building itself was relocated to the logging museum 
grounds.  Thanks to Larry Easton and the SOO archives. 

By Todd M. Bushmaker 
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NMRA Canada 

As the Canadian District Director I am taking this 
opportunity to explain some features of NMRA 
Canada.   This entity has been established for NMRA 
members who reside in Canada.   It is an educational, non-
profit association (paralleling its parent) that focuses on 
promoting and teaching the art and craft of model 
railroading.  Our membership which varies between 900 
and 1100 ranks Canada as the second largest national 
membership within the global extent of the NMRA. 

Our agreement with the NMRA Board of Directors allows 
us to set a dues structure based on Canadian residence and 
circumstances while maintaining all the rights and privileges 
of NMRA membership.  Volunteer administration allows a 
lower dues rate for Canadian members and allows payment 
in Canadian dollars to overcome exchange rate issues.  A 
similar agreement allows Canadian members to subscribe to 
the NMRA magazine.  Subscriptions to a member’s 
Regional publication (four Regions span the Canada – 
U.S.A. border) can also be paid through the offices of 
NMRA Canada.  Currently our Board of Directors includes 
representation from New Brunswick, Ontario and 
Manitoba.  We intend to expand our representation to 
better reflect our membership. 

Within Regions of NMRA Canada are a number of 
Divisions most of which have a common pair of problems 
– considerable distance between centres and small member 
numbers.  One service to our members, the NMRA Clinic 
DVD’s (but not the Prototype or Modeling ones) are 
available through a Canadian address facilitating 
access.  The bi-lingual NMRA Canada website offers links 
to sites focused on Canadian railway history and to 
Canadian-focused SIGs including the Canadian National 
Historical Association, Canadian Pacific Historical 
Association, Pacific Great Eastern/BC Rail SIG, Ontario 
Northland Historical & Technical Society,  the Toronto, 
Hamilton & Buffalo SIG and the VIA Rail SIG.  Links are 
included to some member’s model railways and to clubs 
within each of our four Regions to enhance the fellowship 
that is so much a part of NMRA activities. 

NMRA Publ icat ions  Dept .  

From Mike Brestel, previous Publications Department Manager: 

On July 12 I [left] my position as NMRA Publications 
Department Manager, and NMRA InfoBlast editor Tom 
Draper has asked me to fill in our Region and Division 
leaders about our current activities. 

The Publications Department is responsible for overseeing 
these major areas: The NMRA Magazine, NMRA Data 
Sheets, the NMRA Calendar Project, NMRA Books, and 
the NMRA eBulletin. 

NMRA Magazine – White River Productions (Kevin 
EuDaly) continues to manage the production of the 
NMRA Magazine. Stephen and Cinthia Priest of Paired Rail 
Railroad Productions (PRRP) are our editors, and in 
addition, Cinthia has become our ad sales manager. White 
River and PRRP have successfully maintained the quality of 
all aspects of the NMRA Magazine, with an emphasis on 
NMRA organizational and member activities and 
accomplishments. We continue to watch the growth of 
electronic magazine distribution in the model railroad 
world, but at this time we do not plan to convert to 
electronic publishing. 

NMRA Data Sheets – Over the past year we have moved 
Data Sheets back into the Publications Department. David 
Johnson, Data Sheet Manager, and Van S. Fehr, Assistant 
Manager, are working to establish new standards for Data 
Sheet content and presentation, and several new sheets are 
in preparation. I think you’ll be pleased with what you see! 

NMRA Calendar Project – We are in the process of 
selecting images for the 2014 NMRA Calendar, which as 
you know is an NMRA U.S. fundraising project. After the 
death of John Roberts, Tom Morrison and I remain to 
manage this project. We are on track to release the 2014 
calendar in late 2013. As always, the calendar will be 
available to non-U.S. members for a nominal fee plus 
postage. Non-U.S. members are encouraged to contact HQ 
at nmrahq@aol.com if they are interested in a calendar. 

NMRA Books – We continue to offer current NMRA 
books to members and the public, but development of new 
titles has been slowed by difficulties in obtaining copyright 
clearance for proposed projects. This is another area where 
we feel the loss of John Roberts. We will be looking for 
additional worthy titles to develop in the coming months. 

NMRA eBulletin – You have all no doubt received the 
NMRA eBulletin, which is prepared bi-monthly by Gerry 
Leone, Chuck Dijak, and Tracy McKibben, and distributed 
through the efforts of Page Martin, Ben Sevier, and the 

(Continued on page 4) 

By Fred Heardon MMR 
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NMRA Publ icat ions  Dept .  

NMRA HQ staff. The eBulletin has already proven to be an 
invaluable tool for the dissemination of fast-breaking news. 
Our biggest problem – and frustration – has been that we 
do not have the current email address for many of our 
members. You can help us get the eBulletin to your 
members by making sure they notify HQ when their email 
addresses change. A quick note to nmrahq@aol.com will 
do the trick, or contact this url: 

http://www.nmra.org/member/content/member-info-
update 

(Continued from page 3) 

Editor ’s  Note  cont ’d  

I hope to be as fine an editor as I can be, to bring the 
activities, talents, and machinations of the Division and its 
members to these pages four times a year, in such a way 
that you may be engaged, interested, even charged up about 
the hobby.  As always, I’ll be looking for submissions from 
everyone as I am not talented enough to fill the pages 
myself.  In the meantime, feel free to drop me a line, my 
inbox is always open: tbushmaker@sbcglobal.net. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Tit letown Train Show 

As many of you may have heard, 
there are some changes in the ownership and administrative 
structure of the WLD’s primary train show. 

Todd Bushmaker was one of the original directors and 
remains with the show.  The three other directors and 
partners from the last ten years have decided to move on 
for various reasons, including Paul Pasowicz (proprietor of 
Enginehouse Services), Carol Foreen and Larry Nast.  They 
have all been invaluable in making the show the all-around 
success it is today. 

Todd has decided to maintain the LLC structure for now, 
bringing on two additional partners: Dan Dyer, a director 
during the first four years of the show, and Jody Andres, 
fellow architect and a skilled train show volunteer.  No 
notable changes to the show itself are anticipated at this 
time; the new management intends to carry on and put on 
the quality show that everyone has come to expect. 

Two other options were seriously considered: handing over 
the ownership and operations to either the Green Bay Area 
Model Railroaders’ Club or to the Winnebagoland Division.  
For reasons partly related to timing, it was felt neither was 
viable given the transition required on short notice. 

However, there exists the possibility for TTS to transition 
the show over to the WLD over the course of several years, 
increasing the Division’s involvement in various aspects 
over that period until a clean, seamless handover is made.  
This is necessarily a matter of further discussion, but in 
principle it has the support of many Division members. 

If there are any questions related to the show, past present 
and future, please feel free to contact Todd at 
tbushmaker@sbcglobal.net. 

By Todd Bushmaker 
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Oshkosh Bridge Replacement  

Back in August, Canadian National spent a week replacing 
their 1899-vintage railroad bridge situated at the point 
where Lake Butte des Morts empties into Lake Winnebago.  
It is a link in a major mainline thoroughfare for the railroad, 
carrying more than two dozen trains daily.  The project was 
in the works for two years, but the actual switchover took 
about a week so as to minimize downtime. 

The original bridge’s main span was a swing-type central-
pivot bridge, a type once common up and down the Fox 
River.  On either side of the pivot were 64-foot navigation 
channels, mostly used in recent times by pleasure craft.  
Originally constructed by the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad, it became CN property after a number of 
ownership changes and acquisitions.   

The new $27million project’s main span is a conventional 
counterweighted bascule with a 125-foot span.  While the 
changeover inconvenienced many recreational boaters 
because they couldn’t get from lake-to-lake, the bridge 
should last another 100 years. 

Above, the original crossing in winter.   
Below, a train goes through the newly completed bridge. 
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On the Ready Track 

October 5-6 Hub City Model Railroad Show - 
Marshfield, WI  

October 12 Winnebagoland Division Fall Meet - 
Rhinelander, WI. See info this issue 
or Visit www.wld-nmra.com for more 
information.  

October 13 Railroad Show & Swap Meet - Wash-
ington County Fair Park. 
www.kmbsrrclub.org  

November 2 Winnebagoland Division Annual Op-
erating session - Waupaca, WI.  See 
info this issue. 

November 3 First Freeze Train Show & Swap meet 
- 1560 Main Street - Green Bay, WI 
Riverside Ballroom. 
www.newogaugers.org  

November 9-10 Trainfest - Milwaukee, WI. Visit 
www.trainfest.com  

January 18-19, 
2014 

Arctic Run 2014 Model RR Show & 
Sale - Stevens Point, WI 

February 16-17, 
2014 

Mad City Model Railroad Show and 
Sale - Madison, WI.  Visit http://
nmra-scwd.org/Rail_Show_Info.php 

Division Officers 

James C. Cruthers  Superintendent 
Gregg Condon   Asst. Superintendent 
Scott Payne   Paymaster 
Larry Easton   Chief Clerk 
James C. Cruthers  Division Director 

Board of Directors 

Vern Ehlke     thru 10/14 
Emory Luebke     thru 10/14 
Dave Allen     thru 10/14 
Ron Weyher     thru 11/15 
Wally Rogers     thru 04/17 
Roger Wurtzel     thru 04/17 
Joe Lallensack     thru 05/17 
Mike Wadinsky     thru 05/17 
Dave Nitsch     thru 05/17 
Todd Bushmaker   thru 06/17 

Committee Chairs 

Todd Bushmaker   Whistle Editor & Ad Manager 
Marv Preussler     Whistle Circulation Manager 
Todd Bushmaker   Whistle Subscriptions Manager 
Marv Preussler     AP Chairman 
Wally Rogers     Membership Chairman 
Vacant      Clinic Chairman 
James C. Cruthers  501(c)3 Committee Chairman 
Lynn Jasch     Convention Registrar 
Vacant      Convention Co-Chairman 
Vacant      Convention Co-Chairman 
Vacant      Company Store Chairman 
David Allen     Model Contest Chairman 
Joe Lallensack     Photo Contest Chairman 
Mary Eiden     Co-Webmaster  
Michael Eiden     Co-Webmaster/Web Programmer 
Vacant      Scout Coordinator 

Team Track 

Class i f ieds  

For sale:   

MP&N layout as seen in GREAT MODEL RAILROADS, 
2013.  Will sell intact with the house!  Or will sell layout to 
move, all or in part.  Call Gregg at 920-213-1452.  

[$10/year per ad] 



2013 NMRA WINNEBAGOLAND DIVISION FALL MEET

VIEW FROM THE NORTH TOWER
SATURDAY OCTOBER 12, 2013 RHINELANDER WI

A day of learning and camaraderie is what you’ll find at this year’s WLD NMRA Fall Meet. Clinics on topics from
the prototype and modeling techniques to scratchbuilding turnouts and improving the operation of your locomo-
tives. Displays with a Photo and Model Contest. Bring YOUR models and photos along to share with your fellow
model railroaders and historians. Open House: Tour the Rhinelander Railroad Association’s club layout, based in
the historic Soo Line depot. Then we’ll meet back at the Northwoods Conference Center for a traditional WLD
Banquet with awards and presentation by Bob Nadrowski, former VP of the Wisconsin Central Limited.

REGISTRATION FORM (REQUIRED FOR BANQUET) Must Be Received By 10-6-13

NAME:___________________________________________

ADDRESS:_______________________________________

CITY:______________________ ST:_____ ZIP:_________

# Meet and Banquet @ $28.00________________

# Banquet Only @ $23.00____________________ # Swap Tables @ $5.00 ea._______________

MEET AND BANQUET: Northwoods Conference Center
1540 Pueblo Drive, Rhinelander, WI. 54501
Phone: 715 369 1055

ADMISSION: Meet Only (At The Door) = $5.00
Meet and Banquet = $28.00

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:  Registration 8:30 - 12:00
Swap Tables and Displays 8:30 - 4:00
Model/Photo Contest and Displays 9:00 - 3:00
Clinics 9:30 - 3:00
RRA Open House 3:30- 5:00
Happy Hour: 5:00 - 6:00
Banquet ,Awards, and Program: 6:00-8:30

CLINICIANS and PRESENTERS:
JMRI and DCC Programming. Mike Key
Building HO Scale Turnouts Using Fast Track Fixtures." Paul Wussow.
What To Do With Grandpa's Trains. Jim Brown.
Starting Out In DCC. Brendan Marquardt.
Weathering With Powders and Clothshell Scenery." Gregg Condon.
Wisconsin Central, Day One Through CN- An Overview. Floyd Schmidt.
Ongoing Demos and a “Help Desk” On Site For Answering Model Railroading Questions. RRA Members

Schedule subject to change
Lunch/Beverages (not included with entry fee) will be available on site for those interested

General Public Welcomed To Attend

Return form and payment to:
Lynn Jasch, WLD Registrar
1850 Adler Way
Green Bay, WI 54303

Make Checks out to Winnebagoland
Division or “WLD”

DIRECTIONS:
From the East… Hwy. 17 south.
Right on Stevens Street. Turn
Right on Pueblo Dr. just prior to
the Honda Dealership. Park in
Lot nearest North Entrance (Por-
tico).

From the West… Hwy. 8 on to
Kemp Street. Left on Oneida St.
Right on Lincoln St. Left on Hwy.
17. Left on Stevens St. Turn
Right on Pueblo Dr. Just prior to
the Honda Dealership. Park in
Lot nearest North Entrance.



 
 
     Registration for the WLD’s Annual Operating Session 
       Saturday, November 2nd, 2013 – Waupaca Area: Cost=$5.00 
 
 
Name 
 
 
Address 
 
 
 
Phone Number         
 
 
E-Mail Address 
     
        
Notes: 
      
 

 
 
Interested In Dining Afterwards?  (Dining costs on your own- not included):    Yes_____ 
 
                                                                                     No_____ 
       
DO NOT ENCLOSE the $5.00 registration fee with this form.  You’ll be notified by mail 
where you are scheduled to operate with payment collected by your host at your first 
layout assignment on the day of the event.  Openings will be filled on a first come/first 
served basis by using the earliest post-marked dates on this reply sheet.  The exact 
number of openings is not known at this time. If you are carpooling or desire to operate 
with a certain person or group, please note that information above in the “Notes” 
section.  We will try to accommodate. 
  
Please return this form postmarked NO LATER THAN October 26, 2013. 
 
Send this form to: 
 
    Roger Hildebrandt 
    7693 Evergreen Dr. E. 

Waupaca, WI 54981-9628     



50th Anniversary Winnebagoland Division/NMRA
Winnebagoland Paper Co. 50' Plug Door Boxcar

PRODUCED BY THE WINNEBAGOLAND DIVISION OF THE NMRA

Cars Quantity Amount

Shipping
Total Amount Enclosed

WLD 50th. Anniversary Boxcar @ $20.00

SHIPPING: U.S.: 1-2 cars, $6.00; 3-4 cars, $7.00; 5-6 cars, $8.00; etc. Canada: Add $5.00 to U.S. shipping costs.

For orders to other countries, please remit U. S. shipping costs plus $20.00 per order for surface mail or $40.00 per order for air mail.

Please make checks payable to  WINNEBAGOLAND DIVISION or “WLD”

ORDER FORM AND MAILING LABEL (Please print clearly.)
Mail completed order form and payment to the return address below:

from:
WLD 50th Anniversary Box Cars
37 N. 6th St.
Hilbert, WI 54129-0192
to:
Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City: _________________________________________________

State: ___________________ Zip: _______________________

In honor of the Winne-
bagoland’s 50th anniversary,
we’re rolling out a special limited
production run HO scale boxcar
suitable for the 1960-2000 era
modeler -or as a nice collectable.

Accurail’s 50-foot welded
plug door boxcar (with yellow
doors replicating  a car designat-
ed for “Paper Loading Only”),
was chosen with a nod to our
newsletter, The Winnebagoland
Whistle. We feel the name of the
company captures the paper-
making area we reside in and
makes it a car that’s more plausi-
ble for running on your layout as
compared to a pure anniversary
car most divisions produce.

WLDX
2013

LT. WT.            XXXXXX
LD. LMT.          XXXXXX

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS AS A DIVISION OF
THE MIDWEST REGION NMRA

IL        XX- XX
IH.       XX XX
EXL.    XX XX
EXH.    XX-XX
XXXXXXXXX              RBL 10-13
CU.FT. XXXXX

1963-2013
50 YEARS

PRODUCERS OF WHISTLE BRAND
 ENAMEL PAPERS

WINNEBAGOLAND PAPER CO.

PAPER LOADING ONLY

ABOVE: PRE-PRODUCTION RENDERING OF CAR.    BELOW: ACTUAL KIT

The kit features easy con-
struction and comes with trucks
and Accumate knuckle couplers.
The plug doors glue in place.

Please print and fill out the
order form below indicating how
many cars you’d like. Send your
order to:

WLD 50th Anniversary Cars
37 N. 6th St., PO Box 192
Hilbert, WI  54129-0192

WI Residents add 5.00% Sales Tax ($1.00 per car)


	Whistle Fall 2013
	2013 Fall Meet
	2013 Fall Op Session
	orderFormWld2013

