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Happy New Year! 

Once again, we celebrate another trip around the sun and contemplate the past year with 
the goal of improving for the next one.  Ah, yes - time for New Year Resolutions!   

I won’t even try to lie my way through my evaluation of last year.  Truth be told, I don’t even 
remember what I resolved – I’m sure it involved losing weight (ten-pound increase), getting 
more exercise (see comment about weight), and some unrealistic modelling 
accomplishments (still no trains running).   

With all that in mind, here are my resolutions for 2018.  Hopefully, by the end of the year I’ll 
be able to show better progress than last year.   

• I hereby resolve to lose weight.  Doctor’s orders this time. 

• I hereby resolve to have an operating layout by the end of the year.  I reserve the right to 
define the term “operating”, however. 

• I hereby resolve to complete the requirements for at least three Achievement Program 
certificates.  As a big proponent of the AP program, it’s time I get off my butt and 
participate more fully. 

• I hereby resolve to meet Todd’s Whistle deadlines.  (Don’t hesitate to remind me of this 
one, Todd.) 

(Continued on page 2) 

The official publication of the WINNEBAGOLAND DIVISION 
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The WINNEBAGOLAND WHISTLE 

What is the difference between a school teacher and a steam locomotive?  

The school teacher tells you to spit out your gum, while the locomotive says "Choo Choo Choo!"  

Super intendent ’s  Repor t  
By John Leow 

Cover Photo: 

A Chicago&Northwestern water 
tower and maintenance shed scene by 
Rich Hanke, primarily scratchbuilt. 

Back in 2007 when this was used for 
a cover photo, Rich had a series on his 
techniques for modeling CNW in HO 
scale. 

Rich is from Manitowoc.  More 
photos inside. 

50 50 

http://www.wld-nmra.com/?action=whistle
http://www.nmra.org/
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Editor ’s  Note  

Welcome 2018!  Good grief, where did the time go?  Yes 
I can’t believe the Holidays are already over and thank 
god we can say goodbye to a ridiculous 2017.  But on the 
other hand I graduated from high school thirty years ago 
(please don’t do the math)...sheesh!  Not only that but 
there’s a list and pile of house and model projects I 
meant to get to this winter that have barely been 
touched.  I need eight-day weeks (extra day on the 
weekend please) or 36-hour days (partly for sleeping). 
 
Speaking of Time, this is our last issue celebrating 50 
years of the Whistle.  This quarter we look back at 2007, 
which wasn’t too long ago; anything newer and you can 
visit the Division web site for back issues (and you don’t 
need me)!  The Editor back then was my immediate 
predecessor, Mark Preussler, who also served the WLD 
as Superintendent for a number of years around the 
same time. 
 
Time is relentless.  So is this brutally cold weather.  
We’ve heard the jokes about being colder than 
Antarctica and Mars, but this is Wisconsin and when 
we’re not shoveling, skiing or ice fishing, we’ve got 
basements to which we retreat.  Also more train shows 
and conventions, like Arctic Run in Stevens Point, the 
MWR annual convention in Madison, and of course 
TTS.  Hopefully by that time it will warm up. 
 
One theme the Board of Directors would like to 
emphasize for 2018 is “Get Involved!”  Really, we 
honestly are not in this to be permanent fixtures in the 
Division… we really, truly want fresh faces to participate 
in the activities of the Division!  Many of us are actually 
overextended with the number of roles we’re taking on 
an individual basis.  There are many ways to “Get 
Involved”, but here’s a start:   
 
• Apply to be a Director on our Board.  We have 

open positions available, and come see what 
Division business we talk about every few months.  
Initially there isn’t even much obligation, but you can 
use it to dip your toes in the water and see what you 
could do for a next step. 

• Participate in a Committee.  Check our “Team 
Track” on the last page where I list the various 
committees.  We could even use some chairpersons! 

• Volunteer at TTS.  Our Division has a great booth 
front-and-center at the show.  We can always use 
more people at the booth, extolling the virtues of the 
hobby.  You can tell all your great stories, show 
pictures, bring a couple models to show off and 
explain.  This is a family show and we need a good 
dose of the next generation! 

(Continued on page 3) 

Super intendent ’s  Repor t  
By Todd M. Bushmaker  

• I hereby resolve to build more kits than I buy.  (The 
inventory turnover in my train room hobby shop just 
isn’t what it should be.) 

• I hereby resolve to determine why my laptop randomly 
goes into a coma, causing the loss of all unsaved data 
(like this column.  Grrrr…..) 

That does it for MY resolutions – we’ll see how I did at the 
end of the year.  Now on to some Division business and 
news. 

Our Fall meet in Sheboygan was another resounding 
success, with a great turnout, a selection of quality clinics, 
layout tours, and good contest participation.  Most of all, 
there was good fellowship.  Thanks to Scott Payne and all 
who helped out with this meet. 

The annual fall operating session was also a success, with 
11 members participating at the layouts of Joel Weeks and 
Randy Williamson.  A big thank you goes out to them for 
hosting, and again to Scott for coordinating this event. 

Our spring meet is scheduled for Merrill in April, so keep 
your ear to the rail for more info on this one. 

I had the opportunity to attend Trainfest in Milwaukee this 
past November.  If any of you have never attended this 
massive train show, I highly recommend it.  My modeling 
interests are rather esoteric so the vendors didn’t have 
much to offer me but I still enjoyed wandering around the 
layouts, displays, and manufacturer booths.  One of the 
main reasons I went, though, was to attend the MWR 
board meeting.  There was a lot of information discussed, 
most of which most of you wouldn’t be interested in.  A 
few things that may be of interest: 

• The National has made some changes to the Rail Pass 
membership – it’s now $19.95 for nine months.  So, if 
you know anyone who’s on the fence about joining the 
NMRA, you may want to pass this information on to 
them. 

• The board is exploring the possibility of joining the 
Thousand Lakes Region for a joint convention in 2019, 
and possibly a joint convention with the North Central 
Region in 2020 

• The 2018 MWR convention will be held in Madison 
April 13-14-15. 

Well, that’s all for now.  Don’t forget to make your own 
resolutions for the upcoming year, and be sure at least one 
is model railroading related!  - John 

(Continued from page 1) 
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WLD 2017 Fal l  Meet  Wrap -up 

October 7th, 2017 
Sheboygan Senior Activity Center 
 
Financial Summary by Scott Payne, paymaster. 
Income: 
 Preregistration:   $ 753.00 
 At the door registration:  $ 375.00 
  Total:   $ 1128.00 
Expenses: 
 Facility rental:   $316.80 
 Janitors:   $168.08 
 Caterer for luncheon:  $434.72 
 Map printing:   $  14.55 
 Plaques/awards:  $  85.50 
 Meet supplies/mailings:   $  21.14 
  Total:   $1040.79 
Net income/loss:   $    87.21 
Attendance:  
 Members:    32 
 Non-members:    23 
  Total:    55 

Random photos from the meet! 

Photos pul led from the FB page!  

• Contribute to the Whistle.  Always looking for 
quality content.  Modeling articles, prototype photos, 
meet/convention/train show synopses, goings-on in 
your neck-of-the-woods, etc.  Even a joke or two! 

• Run for Officer.  Does it sometimes seem like the 
same people rotate in Division positions?  Let’s get 
some fresh opinions.  We promise it doesn’t get too 
“politicky” or “clicquey”!  We’re all here to have fun. 

• Put on a clinic.  Exhibit your skills and teach the 
rest of us plebes how to do what you find so easy, or 
show off your newfound knowledge of prototype 
thru video or photos.  There are openings at our 
Spring and Fall meets each year...maybe with enough 
interest we can expand on that. 

• Offer your layout for a tour or operating session.  
Admittedly not everyone likes dozens of unfamiliar 
faces tromping through their house and touching 
their stuff.  However sharing your layout with others 
can also be so rewarding.  There’s always something 
to be learned by visiting a new layout, and maybe an 
operating session could give you new ideas for your 
pike! 

 
Think about it and please feel free to contact me for 
more info!  Until next time, keep on trainin’!  —Todd 
tbushmaker@sbcglobal.net 

(Continued from page 2) 

Editor ’s  Note  

OK, this one’s from the Operating Session  

but it was too good not to include! -> 

Some of these are from the Sheboygan 

Railroad Museum (SSSMRE) 

mailto:tbushmaker@sbcglobal.net
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The Whist le  a t  Fi f ty :  2007  

We’re not going too far back this issue, though when you think about it, it’s amazing that it’s ten years ago already!  The 
housing bubble burst in 2007, starting the “great recession,” and a mass shooting at Virginia Tech stunned the country (okay 
probably should have forgotten about those).  The final chapter of the Harry Potter film series bowed in July with The Deathly 
Hallows, and of course Steve Jobs unveiled the first iPhone, sparking a revolution (you might even be reading this on your 
phone right now, though really zoomed in!). 

“Marvelous Mark” Preussler was editor of the Whistle and produced a professional, glossy 8.5x11 thanks to his connections 
with Universal Lithographers in Sheboygan.  It was still being mailed at the time, but electronic distribution would become 
standard in only a few years.  Enjoy these snippets! 

Scans courtesy of  SLHTS.  

Above: YUM! 

Right: the Spring 2007 issue carried heartfelt obituaries 

for two long upstanding members of the Division.  John’s 

was written by Larry Easton, and Carl’s by the late Don 

Manlick. 

Rich Hanke’s series of CNW articles included one about scratchbuilding 

a depot in Cleveland WI, specifically about the depot signage. 
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The Whist le  a t  Fi f ty :  2007  

For reasons of “life, liberty, or the pursuit of happiness”, the individuals running for office at the time no longer 
actively participate in the Division.  They are still around, though Todd is in a much warmer climate now! 
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The Whist le  a t  Fi f ty :  2007  

Here I reprint the late Don Manlick’s article about prototype operations using “Form 19”.  A good refresher! 
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The Whist le  a t  Fi f ty :  2007  

Continuation of Don’s article and examples of actual train orders.  Hope you enjoyed our look back this year! 



  

“When it comes to large infrastructure investments, it is not 
unusual for public authorities trying to justify their effort to 
understate the costs and overstate the benefits,” said James 
Moore, director of the transportation engineering program at 
USC. “It is in my opinion overly deceptive. We have seen on 
transportation projects this militant defense that is meant to 
cause the public to remain calm.” 

Moore said the surge in costs is likely to foreshadow even 
greater future increases. On the horizon are more difficult 
segments, such as the long underground passage through the 
Tehachapi and San Gabriel Mountains and the route into the 
urban San Francisco Bay Area. 

“It is an ‘are you in or are you out?’ point,” said Elizabeth 
Alexis, who cofounded a watchdog group focused on the 
project. “The cost increases are forcing us to commit to 
completing or not.” 

The challenges will apply to the next governor, though in the 
current campaign the leading candidates are doing their best 
to avoid talking about the project. Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom has 
declined requests for an interview on the subject for more 
than two years, for example. The repayment of the existing 
bonds will cost about $18 billion in principle and interest over 
the next 30 years, money that is coming out of the state 
highway improvement fund. 

Brown did not address the new cost estimate, but said in a 
news release about Kelly, “Brian has ably led the California 
State Transportation Agency since its inception and is uniquely 
qualified to move the nation’s first high-speed rail project 
forward.” 

The new estimate evoked some expressions of concern at the 
high-speed rail board at Tuesday’s meeting. 

“It is horrible when we look at the amount of money we are 
going to have to invest to make the project work,” said board 
member Ernest Camacho, who owns a Southern California 
construction management firm. 

Included in the projected $2.8-billion price increase is a $600-
million contingency set aside to cover further unexpected 
problems. That contingency will be funded by unspecified cuts 
to future construction budgets. 

Reprinted from the “Los Angeles Times”  

Cal i for nia  “Bul let”  Train  Over  Budget  

From the “Who Couldn’t See This Coming…” Department: 

The estimated cost of building 119 miles of bullet train track in 
the Central Valley has jumped to $10.6 billion, an increase of 
$2.8 billion from the current budget and up from about $6 
billion originally. 

The new calculation takes into account a number of 
intractable problems encountered by the state rail agency. It 
raises profoundly difficult questions about how the state will 
complete what is considered the nation’s largest 
infrastructure project with the existing funding sources. 

The new estimate was presented Tuesday by Roy Hill, who 
leads the main consulting firm on the project, WSP (formerly 
Parson Brinckerhoff). Hill said the cost increases were mainly 
driven by problems including higher costs for land acquisition, 
issues in relocating utility systems, the need for safety barriers 
where the bullet trains would operate near freight lines and 
demands by stakeholders for the mitigation of myriad issues. 

“The worst-case scenario has happened,” Hill bluntly told the 
rail authority’s board at its regular monthly meeting. 

As the project’s lead proponent, Gov. Jerry Brown, serves the 
final year of his term, it will be crucial to “dive in, stabilize it 
and restore its credibility,” said Brian Kelly, the Board’s new 
chief executive and previous secretary of the CTA. 

The sharp increase in projected costs could require the 
California High Speed Rail Authority to return to the state 
Legislature for a supplemental appropriation from the bonds 
that voters approved in 2008. The remaining bonds probably 
would cover the cost increases, but partly deplete funds for 
further construction beyond the Central Valley. 

The sobering news about the cost increases was long 
forewarned, though rail authority Chairman Dan Richard has 
consistently rejected those warnings. About a year ago, the 
Federal Railroad Administration issued a secret risk analysis 
that said costs were rising sharply and could hit $9.5 to $10 
billion. 

When The Times disclosed the warning, Richard downplayed 
the analysis. In 2012, WSP briefed a cost analysis for the 2014 
business plan, showing sharply higher costs in the Central 
Valley. The cost estimates were not adopted in the 2014 
business plan. Richard was not available for an interview. 

It remains unclear how the Central Valley cost increases will 
affect the total program, which under the 2016 business plan 
is supposed to cost $64 billion. But the jump in the Central 
Valley — a 77% increase above the original estimate — 
suggests the authority and its consultants have vastly 
underestimated the difficulties of buying land, obtaining 
environmental approvals, navigating through complex 
litigation and much else. 

Outside critics saw the rail authority’s defense of lower cost 
estimates as part of an effort to politically protect the project. 

By Ralph Vartabedian 
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week from CEO Richard Anderson to Washington and Oregon 
transportation directors. 

The satellite-based system applies brakes if an engineer fails 
to slow or stop for another train, a switch, a work zone, or a 
low-speed area. BNSF Railway says its Northwest trains are 
equipped with PTC. Sound Transit commuter trains have PTC, 
but the fledgling system doesn’t always boot up. 

DeFazio’s bill would require Amtrak to issue quarterly progress 
reports not only for its own routes including the Northeast 
Corridor, but state-owned lines Amtrak operates — including 
the Cascades, committee staff said. 

Seven railroads are at high risk of 
missing the 2018 deadline, he said 
in a letter: Trinity Rail Express in 
Texas, Canadian National, Central 
Florida Rail Corridor, CSX, 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority, Norfolk Southern and 
Metra in Illinois. 

Four decades have passed since the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) recommended train-
control systems. Congress finally 
required them following a 
Metrolink crash that killed 25 
people outside Los Angeles, while 
the engineer was texting. 

Washington state Democrats co-
sponsoring the bill are Reps. Rick 
Larsen of Everett, Denny Heck of 
Olympia, Derek Kilmer of Gig 
Harbor, Adam Smith of Bellevue, 

Pramila Jayapal of Seattle and Suzan DelBene of Medina. 

Rep. Jamie Herrera Beutler, a Republican from Vancouver, has 
asked DeFazio to list her as a co-sponsor, her staff said late 
Tuesday. 

WSDOT moved Amtrak Cascades back to its previous route 
along Puget Sound, until new train control is ready. 

Reprinted from the “Seat t le Times”  

Money for  PTC?  

The federal government would give $2.6 billion to railroads to 
install emergency train-stopping technologies, so they won’t 
miss a deadline of December 2018, under a new bill in the U.S. 
House. 

The bill is sponsored by Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., and co-
sponsors include six Washington state members. It’s 
prompted by a Dec. 18 crash in which an Amtrak Cascades 
train derailed at 78 mph north of Olympia, killing three 
passengers and injuring dozens. 

Railroads would be prohibited from launching new passenger 
routes until the technologies are installed on them, under the 
Positive Train Control Implementation and Financing Act. 

The Cascades crash occurred on its first public passenger trip 
through a new 14.5-mile stretch, where a century-old freight 
line was rebuilt to create a direct, faster route from Tacoma to 
Nisqually. But the $181 million project left in place a 30 mph 
curve, where tracks approach a freeway overpass. 

The rail industry was already granted a three-year extension 
beyond a 2015 deadline set by Congress to install the safety 
technology. Some companies wanted another two years, until 
2020. 

“No more delays, no more extensions, no more excuses from 
railroads who have had 10 years to implement PTC (positive 
train control) technology,” said DeFazio, ranking Democrat on 
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, to 
The Hill congressional news site. 

Amtrak says it has equipped 51 percent of its locomotives with 
PTC equipment nationally. 

As for the Cascades line, where Amtrak operates state-owned 
locomotives, Amtrak promises PTC will be installed and 
activated “during the third quarter of 2018,” in a letter last 

By Mike Lindblom 
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On the Ready Track  

Division Officers 

John Leow  Superintendent 

Mike Wadinski   Asst. Superintendent 

Scott Payne   Paymaster 

Vern Ehlke   Chief Clerk 

John Leow  Division Director 

Board of Directors 

Wally Rogers     thru 01/19 

Joe Lallensack     thru 01/19 

Dave Nitsch     thru 01/19 

Todd Bushmaker   thru 01/19 

Dave Allen     thru 09/18 

Mary Eiden  thru 09/19 

Mike Eiden  thru 03/19 

Phil Herman  thru 01/19 

Chris Heili  thru 01/19 

Rich Hopfensperger thru 01/19 

Note that we are actively looking to fill additional Director positions! 

 

Committee Chairs 

Phil Herman  Financial Review 

Todd Bushmaker   Whistle  

Marv Preussler     AP Chairman 

Wally Rogers     Membership Chairman 

Phil Herman   Clinic Chairman 

Lynn Jasch     Convention Registrar 

Chris Heili    Convention Chairman 

(Scott Payne)    Company Store Chairman 

Scott Payne  Operating Session Coordinator 

David Allen     Model Contest Chairman 

Joe Lallensack     Photo Contest Chairman 

Vern Ehlke/Paul Hillmer Internet/Social Media 

Michael Eiden   Webmaster  

Rich Hopfensperger  Hobby Shop/Model Club Liaison 

Rich Hopfensperger Scout Coordinator 

 

Note that these positions need not be Directors; any member in the Division 

may chair or participate in these committees! 

Team Track  

Jan 14 WLD BoD Meeting, 10:30 

SLHTS, Appleton 

Feb 3-4 Arctic Run Model RR Show 

Stevens Point 

(see flyer this issue) 

Feb 17-18 Mad City Model RR Show 

Madison 

www.nmra-scwd.org 

March 24 WLS BoD Meeting, 10:30 

SLHTS, Appleton 

April 7 WLD Spring Meet 

Merrill Historical Society, WI 

April 13-15 “Capitol 400” MWR  

Regional Convention 

Madison (see info this issue) 

April 28-29 Titletown Train Show 

Green Bay 

www.titletowntrainshow.com 

  

  

  

  

www.wld-nmra.com 

Facebook: 

“Winnebagoland Division 

NMRA” 

Published four times per year by the Winnebagoland Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association.  Electronic Subscriptions FREE to NMRA members. 

Please send all submissions, comments, advertisements, classifieds, jokes, recipes, questions, mailing requests, etc. to Editor Todd M Bushmaker: tbushmaker@sbcglobal.net. 

http://www.nmra-scwd.org
http://www.titletowntrainshow.com
http://www.wld-nmra.com


WINNEBAGOLAND DIVISION SPRING MEET 
SATURDAY, APRIL 7th, 2018 

 
 
We will have our WLD Spring Meet April 7th at the Merrill Historical Society in Merrill, Wisconsin.  The 
meet is sponsored by the Merrill Historical Society at their building.  The reason why the historical 
society is sponsoring the meet is to promote the Sherburne S. Merrill railroad library located at the 
historical society.   
 
A lunch and WLD membership business meeting will be held at the Merrill Eagles Club in one of their 
banquet rooms.  Lunch will be a variety of cold cut sandwiches with a pickle and chips, plus American 
potato salad, baked beans, coffee, water and a cash bar.   
 
Due to the space available at the MHS museum, it would not be practical to have traditional clinics.  
Instead we will have moderated modelers and photographers round table discussions (as the SLHTS 
does at their conventions).   
 
Registration forms will be sent out at a later date. 
 
SHOW OUTLINE: 
 
Registration:    8am-Noon in the MHS front entrance 
 
Swap area:    8am-Noon in the main hall 
 
Photographer’s round table:  9am-10:15 in the main hall 
 
Modeler’s round table:   10:30-11:45 in the main hall 
 
Ongoing A/V (videos, powerpoint): 9am-11:30 in the Pine room 
 
Museum exhibits, including Sherburne S. Merrill Railroad Library are included. 
 
Lunch and WLD business meeting: Noon-2pm at Merrill Eagles Club 
 
Model RR tours:   2pm-6:00 in Merrill and Wausau areas 
 
MERRILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY: 
100 E. Third St., Merrill WI  54452 
 
MERRILL EAGLES CLUB: 
1205 Lake St., Merrill WI  54452 
 
 
More information contact: 
Mike Wadinski:  mdwadx@frontier.com 
 

mailto:mdwadx@frontier.com


 
         21st Annual  
    Model Railroad Show and Sale 

 

  Arctic Run 2018 
FEBRUARY 3 – 4, 2018 
 

Stevens Point, Wisconsin 
Holiday Inn – Convention Center Hotel 

 

 

 
 

Admissions: $4.00 Adults   $2.00 Ages 12-17  
11 and under FREE 
 

Sponsored by Central Wisconsin Model 
Railroaders Ltd, a non-profit educational 
organization.  Contact Paul Clasen for layout 
or vendor information at (715) 341-5253 or 
email Paul at designcentralwi@yahoo.com; 
or Don Anderson at (715) 340-8105 or email 
Don at crm114@tds.net. 
 
 

Our proceeds, after expenses, support local 
non-profit organizations.  
____________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

Sponsors:  Spectra Print; Portage County 
Historical Society; Holiday Inn; Central 
Wisconsin Model Railroaders 
 

1001 Amber Avenue 
Stevens Point, WI 54482 

 
Saturday   9 AM – 5 PM 
Sunday    10 AM – 3 PM  

 

mailto:designcentralwi@yahoo.com
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Contact us at:   (920) 217-5318 
              www.titletowntrainshow.com 
                 e-mail: info@ttsgbllc.com  
           Facebook: Titletown Train Show  

Dozens of Vendors & Shops         Hourly Door Prizes 
Model Contest       Kids Activities       Free Train Ride 

Operating Layouts in Multiple Scales 
Model Kits, DCC, Toys, Books, Videos, Antiques, etc. 

42,000+ square feet of Nothing but Trains! 

April 28th & 29th, 2018 
Saturday:  9 am - 5 pm    
Sunday:  10 am - 4 pm 

 

Shopko Hall   
(Brown County Veterans Memorial Complex) 

1901 S. Oneida St., Green Bay, WI 
 

Northeastern Wisconsin’s Premier Show! 

Sponsored in part by:  
Winnebagoland Division, 
National Model Railroad 
Association (NMRA): 
www.wld-nmra.com 
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Model Contest       Kids Activities       Free Train Ride 

Operating Layouts in Multiple Scales 
Model Kits, DCC, Toys, Books, Videos, Antiques, etc. 

42,000+ square feet of Nothing but Trains! 

April 28th & 29th, 2018 
Saturday:  9 am - 5 pm    
Sunday:  10 am - 4 pm 

 

Shopko Hall   
(Brown County Veterans Memorial Complex) 

1901 S. Oneida St., Green Bay, WI 
 

Northeastern Wisconsin’s Premier Show! 

Sponsored in part by:  
Winnebagoland Division, 
National Model Railroad 
Association (NMRA): 
www.wld-nmra.com 


